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This Prospectus is intended to provide pupils, prospective pupils, and their parents with an idea of the 
kind of education provided at Lakelands School. 

 
We appreciate that this is only a broad outline, and would emphasise that you are always welcome to 

visit the school - in fact; we look forward to seeing you! 
 

The information contained herein was compiled in the Autumn of 2010 
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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read our Prospectus. It will help you to appreciate the nature of the school 
and give prospective parents a better insight into what Lakelands School, Sports and Language College 
has to offer its children. 
 
Included in our prospectus are the following topics: 

¶ information about how the school operates 

¶ some information about our academic and other achievements 

¶ details about how we admit our children into Lakelands 

¶ information about our curriculum and the lessons that we teach 

¶ an insight into our ethos and school values 
 
The environment in which the school is set could not be more beautiful. Often referred to as the óLake 
District of Shropshireô, the area attracts thousands of tourists annually to the shores of its many lakes.  
Consistently over many years the school has achieved excellent academic success as measured by end of 
Key Stage 3 pupil performance and GCSEôs. We are a caring school whose staff work closely with students 
to ensure that they leave equipped for the very best start in life. 
 
In 2010, over 76% of our students achieved 5+ A*-C GCSE grades and 63% gained 5+A* - C grades 
including English and Maths. We are very proud of our examination achievements, especially those 
youngsters who have learning difficulties requiring extra help and who achieve with great distinction in the 
external examinations. We set challenging targets for our students and in many instances students exceed 
our expectations. 
 
We have also gained an enviable reputation for the excellent added value of our studentôs achievements. 
This measures their academic improvement during their time at Lakelands School. The targets are set to 
take into consideration their previous achievements at Primary School, and many make excellent progress 
on these targets through Key Stage 3 and 4. We are regarded as a high achieving school and as a result 
we were fast tracked to achieve a second specialism in Languages in 2006 and a third specialism as a 
school that specialises in providing for students with physical and sensory Special Educational Needs. 
Indeed, our Ofsted last inspection confirmed this and the school was deemed óOutstandingô by the 
Inspector. This accolade is only attributed to schools that perform at the very highest level and Lakelands 
School, Sports and Language College is one of only a minority of schools in Shropshire to hold this title. 
 
We want all the needs of students to be catered for at Lakelands. Since becoming a Specialist Sports 
College in 2002, we believe our students are fitter and healthier and are in much better shape to deal with 
the academic rigours of school life. There are many sporting activities ranging from the traditional team 
games through to tennis, aerobics to dance. We have some of the very best sporting facilities anywhere in 
the county and offer both evenings and holiday activities. Our Sporting Achievements in 2009-10 included: 
 

¶ Reaching the final of the Shropshire County Football Cup 

¶ Becoming Shropshire Under 15 County Netball champions 

¶ Under 14 County 20/20 cricket finalists 

¶ Under 15 County 20/20 champions 

¶ Under 13 Rounders North Shropshire champions 

¶ Under 15 Rounders champions ï unbeaten for four years 
 
Our children are now encouraged to participate in the various leadership programmes and we offer Junior 
Sports Leader and Duke of Edinburgh programmes. Our senior pupils support our lunchtime reading 
programme, which is one of our most successful schemes for helping youngsters who find reading difficult. 
This leadership programme is now extending across other areas of the school, enabling more senior 
students to lead younger students in Maths, English and Modern Foreign Languages.  
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Throughout the school there are opportunities for our students to demonstrate their abilities to take charge, 
to develop their leadership potential and to encourage others to support them. We have students leading 
our School Council and Eco Council. Our young people can take the opportunity to become more confident 
and better prepared for life through Drama, the House and Prefect systems, as well as becoming House 
and Sports Captains. 
 

I have already mentioned our excellent lunchtime reading provision. This is part of our Special Educational 
Needs Department, which successfully develops the basic skills of those who find their learning difficult. 
Teaching assistants provide high quality in-class support. Much emphasis is placed on the core skills of 
reading, writing and numeracy. We identify any particular learning difficulties early in the studentôs life and 
provide whatever help and support is needed. As a result, a significant number of students who have 
learning difficulties are able to achieve to a very high standard in their external examinations. The gap 
between the achievement of our SEN students and that of the rest of the school was one of the smallest in 
Shropshire in 2009/10. 
 
We are very proud of our excellent ICT facilities with 5 main IT suits, two mini-suites, and over 270 
networked curriculum based PCs around the school. We have interactive whiteboards in all teaching areas, 
including a mobile unit that is used for the state-of-the-art sports development software utilised by PE. Our 
website holds information about the school and we are intending to develop further our Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE) to facilitate greater access to learning outside of the school day. Our Music and Drama 
departments are also excellent and a number of concerts, festivals and productions take place annually. A 
significant number of our pupils learn to play musical instruments and tuition is available in school at a cost 
to parents. 
 
Our overriding aim at Lakelands School, Sports 
and Language College is to produce outstanding 
citizens.  Seeing young people grow into self-
disciplined, motivated and independent people is 
our reward for which we take great pride. Our last 
OFSTED inspection reported: ñLakelands is an 
outstanding school which really meets its aim to 
create a stimulating, exciting and lively learning 
environment that encourages initiative and       
self-confidence in all members.ò 
 
As Head of Lakelands School, Sports and 
Language College, I speak on behalf of every 
colleague when I say that the task of making our 
school a really good one is helped significantly by 
the support of our excellent governing body, the 
unstinting help of our Parent Teacher Association 
but most importantly the supportive partnership 
that exists between the school and our parents, without which the school would not be the success it is. 
 
If you require any additional information please do not hesitate to contact the school at any time. 
 
 

Ian Sanders 
 
Head teacher 
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The Lakeland School Vision Statement 2010 

 

Lakelands School will develop and empower  
the individual to be their best, 

within a safe, caring and happy community. 

Lakelands School will provide an education that is  
evolving, inspiring and illuminating. 

Lakelands School will work for the global success of all  
while recognising and celebrating individual achievements. 

Lakelands School will maintain partnerships  
through effective communication between all involved. 

Lakelands School will embrace change and innovation  
that meets the needs of our community. 

Lakelands School will promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Lakelands School will provide a strong and broad but flexible framework of education and           
experiences that will equip all for lifelong learning 
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OUR STRENGTHS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Our last OFSTED Inspections described Lakelands as one of the best schools in the county. Our 
examination success at both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 (GCSE) is outstanding. 
 
Expectations of students are very high, and staff work with determination to ensure that all students work to 
their full potential. All students have individual targets based on their prior attainment. Our Special Needs 
Department ensures that pupils are supported and encouraged to make the best of their education. 
 
The following are included amongst our achievements:- 

¶ Specialist Sports College designation 

¶ Second Specialism as a Specialist Language College in Sept 2006 

¶ Third Specialism as SEN Physical and Sensory Educational Needs in April 2007 

¶ Outstanding Key Stage 3 results - Top 1% of schools nationally in 2007 

¶ Outstanding GCSE results, 80% A-C 2009 - Our best ever 

¶ Extended school status 

¶ State of the art sports facilities 

¶ Very high standard of student behaviour 

¶ óOutstandingô Grade awarded - OFSTED 2006 

¶ Very good relationship between teachers and students 

¶ Students are eager to learn and have positive attitude to learning 

¶ Very caring and positive environment 

¶ Extra SEN accommodation 

¶ Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

¶ Junior Sports Leader Award Scheme 

¶ Outstanding Design Technology, ICT, Music and Art facilities 

¶ Many character building and leadership developing opportunities 

¶ Healthy Schools Award 

¶ Additional funding to improve outside sporting surfaces  

¶ OUR STRENGTHS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Year 7 Parents Evening Questionnaire Results June 2010  
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1 My child enjoys Lakelands School 48 28 1 0 0 0 

2 Staff expect my child to work hard and do his/her best 51 26 0 0 0 0 

3 
There is a good range of activities that my child finds 
interesting and enjoyable 

32 39 1 0 3 2 

4 

The availability of Homework Club from 3:30pm ï 

4:30pm, Monday to Thursday has proved to be useful for 

my child 

9 18 7 1 35 7 

5 
I feel comfortable about approaching the school with 
questions or a problem/concern 

39 34 1 0 1 2 

6 Communication between the school and home is good 26 41 6 1 0 3 

7 
My child is not bullied or harassed at school.  If you 
disagree, please comment in box (10) below. 

31 37 5 0 1 3 

 
10.  When you attended the Induction Evening with your child last October, how useful did you find the hard copy 

of the School Prospectus? 
 

Very useful It was ok 
Didnôt really look at 

it 
Not useful Didnôt see one 

 
46 

 
13 6 0 12 

 
11. In future, do you think we should continue producing a hard copy, or should we direct parents to the School 

Website? 

 
Online Prospectus only Produce a hard copy Do both 

 
12 

 
11 49 

 
YES NO 

8a Is Lakelands School currently living up to your expectations? 76 1 

8b 

If possible, please give a reason for your answer to question 9a: 

¶ Very pleased ï Outstanding 

¶ As a Sports College it would be nice if the children had swimming lessons 

¶ Big issue with peer pressure not addressed 

¶ Excellent pupil support and home ï school contact  Thank you  

¶ A caring and understanding school 

9 

If you wish to add any further comments, please use the space below: 

¶ More communication would be useful, clubs, after school activities, change of teacher 

¶ My son does not like all the bad language 

¶ Any problems have been dealt with quickly 

¶ The website is next to useless for information as it is never up dated  

¶ Uniform quality this year very poor nothing but problems 

¶ Exams workshop for all year 7 teach mind maps 

¶ I think the standard of uniform needs improving i.e. short skirts and costume jewellery 

¶ Help with the transportation of out of catchment area 

¶ Annoying when want to park in disabled bay and car already there not displaying blue badge 
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THE SCHOOL - THE SETTING AND FACILITIES 
 
Lakelands opened in September 1979 as an 11-16 mixed comprehensive, after taking over the premises of 
the former Ellesmere Secondary Modern School. It takes its name from the beautiful countryside 
surrounding it, aptly known as óShropshireôs Lake Districtô. It occupies an open and elevated site on the 
western edge of the small market town of Ellesmere. 
 
The brick building provides spacious accommodation, which consists of specialist classrooms, laboratories, 
a design and technology suite, a learning resources centre and library, five computer suites and 
reprographics room, a hall with full stage and performance facilities (including tiered seating), and a dining 
hall. In 2009 our Special Educational Needs accommodation was extended to include a specialist sensory 
room and increased facilities specifically for our SEN students.  
 
Extensive playing fields surround the school, including pitches for all team games, an athletics track, cricket 
nets and tennis courts. We also benefit from the use of the local swimming pool, which is situated at 
Ellesmere Primary School.  
 
 

Our Mission 
 
Lakelands School, Sports and Language College were delighted to become a triple specialism school in 
September 2007. 
 
As Specialist Sports College our mission is to meet the challenge of achieving a very significant increase in 
pupilsô self-esteem, health and education standards, and to create a centre of sporting excellence involving 
the whole community. 
 
We will achieve this by providing access to a range of sporting, 
physical education and health opportunities which will 
empower all our young people to be able to lead productive 
and fulfilling lives as adults. Our ultimate goal is to locate sport, 
physical education and good health at the heart of the school 
community, raising aspirations throughout the area. 
 
During PE lessons and across the school, we expect the 
highest standards from our students and rely on the full 
support of parents/carers in ensuring students arrive to PE lessons with the appropriate kit and a positive 
attitude to taking part. 
 
As a Specialist Language College, we will be able to widen the cultural horizons of our own pupils, children 
in primary schools as well as members of the community the school serves.  
 
Specialist status in two subjects offers a tremendous opportunity to build on the current strengths of the 
school, maintaining the same strong commitment to the highest academic standards and using our status 
to improve further the opportunities that are available and to raise standards even higher. Our third 
specialism of SEN (Physical and Sensory) reflects our caring and inclusive ethos, SEN was already a 
strength within the school and we felt that this would add an extra dimension to our provision to meet the 
needs of all learners in our local and wider community. 
 
THE SCHOOL, OUR MISSION 
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LAKELANDS SPORTS CENTRE 
 

Lakelands Sports Centre is set within the grounds of Lakelands School, Sports and Language College. The 
Centre and Sports College work closely together to help raise the level of health and fitness within the 
school and community. 
 
The Centre has a well equipped Fitness Suite, which comprises of 10 cardiovascular stations including; 
incline treadmills, concept 2 rowers, upright and recumbent cycles and cross trainers. There are also 10 
fixed-weights stations and dumbbells ranging from 1kg to 25kg. Trained staff are available to give you help 
and advice. Fitness assessments and training programmes can also be written for you. 
 
The 2-badminton court sports hall hosts a number of clubs and classes. It is used for badminton, volleyball, 
gymnastics, table tennis, unihoc, basketball, tai chi and much more. 
 
Our purpose-built multi suite is available for dance, drama, gymnastics and fitness classes. The facility is 
air conditioned, mirrored along one wall and has a soft, sprung floor. There is also a high-tech sound 
system. 
 
Outdoor facilities consist of a floodlit all weather pitch, used for small sided hockey and football. This area is 
available for hire all year round, at evenings and weekends. 
 
The 3 floodlit tennis courts can also be booked throughout the year. We have a tennis coach based at the 
centre. Non-tennis club members can book the courts on a pay-and-play basis. We also have grass football 
pitches, hard courts for netball and two outdoor basketball courts that can be hired out. 
 
A number of adult and junior classes are run during the evenings and weekends. Local football, basketball, 
badminton and martial arts club are based at the Sports Centre. 
 
Childrenôs multi-activity courses run during all half-terms (except Christmas), Easter and Summer holidays. 
Details are available prior to each holiday from the Sports Centre reception. Childrenôs parties are also 
catered for at weekends and during weekdays during the school holidays. On Saturdays there are 
structured coaching sessions. The sessions include football and cricket. 
 
The Sports Centre is open 7 days a week. The fitness suite is open weekdays and at weekends. 
 
For more information about our opening times and any of the clubs or classes please contact us on: 01691 
622543 or log onto our website at: www.lakelands-sports-centre.co.uk 

 
LA 
 

KELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE 

http://www.lakelands-sports-centre.co.uk/


 

 
 

Lakelands School, Sports & Language College   PROSPECTUS 2010 

10  

 

STAFF LIST 
 

Mr I Sanders Headteacher Mrs S Byrne Teaching Assistant 

Mrs S Bellis Assistant Headteacher Mrs J Brereton Teaching Assistant 

Mrs C Nicholas Assistant Headteacher Mrs A Butler Teaching Assistant 

Mr A Parkhurst Assistant Headteacher Mrs S Childs Teaching Assistant 

Mr C Colley Leadership ï Student Learning Mrs H Digby Teaching Assistant 

Mr I Soden Leadership ï Student Progress KS4 Mrs J Ellison-Brookes Teaching Assistant 

Mr I Crilly Leadership ï Student Progress KS3 Mrs A Hughes Teaching Assistant 

Mr E Birch Director 14-19 Mrs A Jones Teaching Assistant 

Miss L Jenkins Assistant Director 14-19 Mrs N Jones Teaching Assistant 

Mr C Wright Director ECM Mrs M Ottaway Teaching Assistant 

Miss S Bonny Senior Tutor Year 7 Miss K Peate Teaching Assistant 

Miss K Mansfield Senior Tutor Year 8 Mrs M Richter Teaching Assistant 

Mrs K Williams Head of Creative Arts Mr M Robinson Teaching Assistant 

Miss S Bowers Head of D.T. Mrs S Rogers Teaching Assistant 

Mr P Raymond Head of Maths Mr D Ryng Teaching Assistant 

Miss K Preece Head of MFL Mrs J Vaughan Teaching Assistant 

Miss N Holden Head of Science Mr G Ardill D.T. Technician 

Mr A Warder Head of Sports Mrs L Bladen D.T. Technician 

Mr C Daley SENCO Mrs M Wappner Senior Science Technician 

Mr A Richards Teacher ï Art Mrs Y Hill Science Technician 

Mr J Downer Teacher ï D.T./Maths/ ICT Mrs F Taylor Librarian 

Miss Z Marks Teacher ï D.T./R.E. Mr J Hill Site Manager 

Ms F Eder Teacher ï English Mr B Ellison Caretaker 

Mrs A Griffiths Teacher ï English/R.E. Miss J Dovaston Cleaning Supervisor 

Mrs A Molyneux Teacher ï English  Mr D Edwards ICT Network Manager 

Mr T Carson Teacher ï History/R.E. Mr I Bayley ICT Technician 

Mr A Holmes Teacher ï ICT/Geography Mr D Setterington Extended Schools Officer 

Mrs P Jones Teacher ï Maths Mr J Evans Cover Supervisor 

Mr W Young Teacher ï Maths Mrs G Milford Cover Supervisor 

Mrs J Bedson Teacher ï MFL Mr M Bainbridge Business Manager 

Mrs N Parkhurst Teacher ï MFL/English Mrs P Ratcliffe Finance Officer 

Miss E Pritchard Teacher ï MFL Miss C Williams Office Manager 

Mrs E MacKenchie Teacher ï MFL/Maths Mrs J Roberts School Secretary 

Mr S Nicholls Teacher ï Music Mrs S Tinn Cover Administrator 

Mrs I Whitley Teacher ï P.E. Mrs N Cartwright Administrator 

Mrs Y Jacques Specialist Teacher for dyslexia Mrs T Evans Administrator 

Mrs A Edge Higher Level T.A. Mrs C Sumnall Receptionist/Reprographics 

Mrs M Lagoyianni Teaching Assistant linked to English Mrs J Davies Receptionist 

Mrs A Speaker SENCO Secretary Mrs F Edwards Sports Partnership Manager 

Miss A Bailey Outreach Worker for the Specialism Mr P Stanley 
Sports Partnership 
Coordinator 

Ms T Ashley Teaching Assistant Mr J Nelson Sports Centre Supervisor 

Mrs J Bevington Teaching Assistant   
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LAKELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE COLLEGE  

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Lakelands provides secondary education for pupils from a wide area of North Shropshire. 
 
The schoolôs current admissions policy is operated by the Shropshire Local Education Authority (LEA), 
which is the Admissions Authority for all Community and Controlled Schools within Shropshire. Full details 
of the policy, together with information about arrangements for admission, are set out in the ñParentsô Guide 
to Education in Shropshireò. Copies of this booklet are held in school for the reference of interested 
parents, in local libraries and are available on request from the Admissions Team, Shropshire Council, The 
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ. 
 
The school has an admission number of 116 for the Year 6 intake in 2010.  
 
Parents of Year 6 children living in Shropshire will be required in the autumn term prior to the school year of 
transfer from primary to secondary school to complete an LEA application form stating preferences for up to 
three schools. The closing date for applications will be 31st October 2010 and allocation letters will be sent 
to parents of Year 6 children on 1st March 2011. If there are more applications for places than are available 
within the admission limit, then priority will be given based on: 

 
ü residence in catchment area 
ü sibling connection 
ü proximity of home address to school 
ü medical circumstances or Statement of Special Educational Needs 
ü children living outside catchment area but have attended primary 

school within catchment area for more than a whole academic year 
immediately prior to transfer 

 
Parents are advised to read the ñParents Guideò for specific details about the admissions process 
administered by the Local Education Authority. Any specific requests for information on admissions should 
be directed to the Admissions Team on Tel: 01743 254331. 
 
At Lakelands close links are maintained with all our local primary schools, and for children transferring to 
Lakelands at 11+ an agreed procedure ensures as smooth a transition as possible. We have a Year 6 Day 
every year in October for prospective pupils to spend the day here prior to places being offered by the LEA 
in March. Pupils follow a special timetable, taking part in assembly, staying for lunch, and having access to 
all areas of the school. This gives them experience of the school and relieves many of their concerns about 
the transfer. 
 
However, these ñTaster Daysò have no relevance to admissions and the allocation of places. They do not 
give any guarantee of a place being offered to your child. Such days are entirely separate from ñInduction 
Daysò which will be held in the summer term prior to entry for those children who have been offered a place 
at the school by the LEA. Mrs Sophy Bellis and other members of staff visit primary schools to meet the 
children individually. The children then spend an induction day here, and their parents are invited to an 
information evening. 
 
They are also invited to a number of events during the year. There is also an Open Day during the Autumn 
Term when parents are invited to visit and look around the school. 
 
Arrangements are made to provide transport to those children who are living within our catchment area, but 
further than 3 miles from the school, through the LEA (forms are available from your childôs primary school, 
or from here). In addition we are pleased to provide details to parents upon request about the private 
provision of a coach between Oswestry and Ellesmere. This coach picks up pupils along its route including 
Oswestry, Park Hall, Whittington, Hindford and Frankton. In addition as Lakelands is a Sports and 
Language College pupils from local primary schools meet members of our PE and language departments 
who regularly visit to support the work being done there to provide extra opportunities. 
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SUMMARY OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS POLICY 
 

We have a comprehensive policy for meeting the needs of those pupils who have a Special Education 
Need of any kind. This board term covers a wide range of needs, from those pupils who may require some 
temporary support with their numeracy, spelling, reading or handwriting for example, to those pupils who 
have long-term needs with their learning or a physical disability, recognised in a Statement issued by the 
Local Education Authority. 
 
Our Special Educational Needs (SEN) policy is based on the following principles:- 
 
That all teachers are teachers of children with Special Educational Needs, and have a responsibility to 
meet those needs with the advice and support of the learning support team. 
That all children are entitled access to a broad and balanced curriculum, including the National Curriculum. 
Those pupils with Special Educational Needs, including those with physical disabilities, will be fully 
integrated into the life of the school, enabling them to maximise their potential as learners, and to 
experience and contribute to the social and cultural activities of the school. 
 
That provision for pupils should: 

¶ Match Needs 

¶ Take account of the wishes and feelings of the pupil 

¶ Be in partnership with the pupilôs parents 
 
All pupils on the SEN list have Individual Education Plans in all areas. These Individual Education Plans are 
regularly received by each subject area, and are overseen by the SEN department. Pupils are given the 
opportunity to discuss areas of success and difficulty on a regular basis. The individual Education Plans - 
ñSubject Summary Reviewsò are discussed with parents at a Parentsô Evening, if appropriate, or at a 
specially convened meeting. Parents of Statemented pupils are invited to attend the Annual Review of their 
childôs Statement. 
 
Admission Arrangements 
The admission arrangements for those pupils with Special Education Needs, but without a Statement, are 
the same as those for all pupils. Pupils with a Statement are placed by the LEA, who make every effort to 
comply with parent and pupil preference in accordance with the Authorityôs admission procedures. 
 
Reading Partnership Scheme 
Children who will benefit from frequent reading practice are asked to attend the Lunchtime Reading Club. 
The aim is to have a focus in the week when pupils can read in an informal and friendly setting. Each pupil 
reads either individually or in a group depending on their needs to a Year 11 pupil, or a member of the SEN 
team. As pupils progress they read twice a week during registration time. In addition, some pupils are 
placed on a Home Reading Scheme, which is monitored by the SEN   Department. In this way we aim to 
support the independent reading required for English, and to encourage good reading habits.  
 
Spelling Help 
Pupils who find spelling difficult receive help in years 8 and 9 either individually in registration time or in a 
group at lunchtime, with a member of the SEN department. 
 
Handwriting Help 
Any pupil who is very slow or whose handwriting shows poor legibility will benefit from an intensive 8 week 
lunchtime course called óSpeed-Upô. 
 
Maths Help 
Using a precision teaching method, pupils who find automatic recall of basic number facts difficult, will be 
given the opportunity to improve. Sessions are run 3 times a week during registration time in 10 week 
blocks with a senior pupil. 
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ASSEMBLY AND COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 
Assemblies, which include the collective act of worship, take place each day. In accordance with the 1988 
Education Act, our assemblies are conducted broadly within the Christian tradition of our country. Parents 
have the right to withdraw their child/children from assembly if they so wish - in which case they should 
contact the Headteacher in the first instance. 
 
The Headteacher, Assistant Heads, Senior Tutors, Heads of House and other Senior Staff conduct the 
majority of house assemblies. Each term the Vicar of Ellesmere, Pastor Phillip Edge, the Methodist 
Minister, Reverend Andrew Evans as well as Reverend Phil Wright attend an assembly. A variety of other 
outside speakers take an assembly during the school year, e.g. Ben Mayho, Schools Christian Youth 
Worker, The Gideons, West Mercia Police and Charity Organisations. 
 
Should parents wish to make a complaint about religious worship, under the terms of the Education Reform 
Act 1988, they are advised to contact the Headteacher in the first instance. 
 
 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Our provision for girls and boys is identical, except when deemed inappropriate, for example during some 
PE activities. We aim to promote equal opportunities, and will not tolerate racial discrimination. We actively 
promote full recognition of equal rights and status for all pupils. 
 
The full policy statement on Equal Opportunities is available from the school. 
 
 

THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
There are five double teaching periods daily, each lasting for an hour. The timetable is spread over a 2-
week period. The day is planned as follows:- 
 
8.55am  ENTRY TO SCHOOL AND REGISTRATION & ASSEMBLY 
 
9.15am  Period 1 
10.15am  Period 2 
 
11.15am BREAK 
 
11.30am  Period 3 
 
12.30pm  LUNCH 
 
1.25pm  Registration 
 
1.30pm  Period 4 
2.30pm  Period 5 
 
3.30pm  END OF SCHOOL 
LAKELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE COLLEGE  
ASSEMBLY, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
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CHARGING POLICY 
 

The Education Reform Act 1988 made certain alterations to the charges that schools may make for 
activities and requires the Governors to formulate a policy on charges. 
 
In drawing up this policy, the Governors wish to ensure that the school maintains the level of activity which 
parental support has always made available in the past. Accordingly, the school will seek to fund as many 
activities as possible through voluntary contributions, in the belief that otherwise the number of such 
activities will be substantially reduced. In addition, where the Act allows, charges may be made. 
 
A copy of the Governorsô Policy is available on our web site. 
 
The school will NOT charge for: 
 

¶ activities that take place either in, or deemed to be in, school hours, except for music tuition for 
individual pupils or pupils in groups of up to 4, or pupils undertaking the Junior Sports Leaders 
Award; 

¶ any activity that is required to be studied within the National Curriculum or religious education, or for 
a prescribed examination; 

¶ for some of these activities, such as those requiring transport or tuition fees, parents may be invited 
to offer voluntary contributions towards such expenses. It is to be made clear to parents that there is 
no obligation to pay, and that no pupil will be excluded where a contribution is not forthcoming; 

¶ The school will charge for board and lodging costs for all residential visits, and all costs for optional 
activities that take place outside, or deemed to be outside school hours; 

¶ Parents will be provided with details of any remissions that may be available for example: families 
on income support, board and lodging costs for residential visits that are not optional. 
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THE AIMS OF THE CURRICULUM 
 

¶ The curriculum is designed to ensure that all pupils: 
 

¶ Enjoy learning and come to see education as a life-long process 
 

¶ Develop the attitudes, understanding and skills necessary, now and in the future, to exercise 
independence and initiative and to work, participate and thrive in a democratic society 

 
Develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to:- 
 

a. find and use information 
b. question and debate rationally 
c. apply understanding and skills in order to address issues, solve problems, and carry out 

practical tasks 
 

¶ Develop personal values and gain understanding of the values and ways of life of other people and 
other cultures 

 

¶ Understand the world in which they live and the interdependence of individuals, groups and nations 
 

¶ Develop appreciation and concern for the environment 
 

¶ Work co-operatively with others. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

All subject staff assess pupilsô work on a regular basis. Assessment is part of an on-going dialogue 
between staff and pupils and therefore assessment takes place in a variety of terms. We strive to increase 
pupilôs awareness of how they can improve and so we make increasing reference to success criteria using 
level descriptions (KS3) or GCSE mark schemes (KS4), as appropriate. In addition, pupils may be awarded 
a House Credit Mark. Pupils keep a record of all credit marks awarded, and work towards their Bronze, 
Silver, Gold and Platinum levels. In Years 10 and 11 óStar Awardsô are presented in recognition of special 
achievements. In most subjects, work is also tested on a regular basis and each year group has a formal 
ñExamination Weekò. From time to time, pupils are awarded ñSpecial Achievementò certificates. 
 
Once a term, pupils in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 receive reports giving information on their performance in 
individual subjects and an attendance record, and pupils in Year 7 receive reports in the Spring and 
Summer term. On receipt of the Reports parents are given the opportunity to comment on their childôs 
progress. 
 
There is an Annual Parents Evening for all Year groups. In addition for Yr7 pupils there is a Pastoral 
Evening in November. 
 
Another important aspect of the schoolôs Assessment Policy, and one which allows pupils to build up their 
self-confidence, is the acknowledgement and recording of personal achievements. On a regular basis, 
certificates are awarded in the fields of Music, Dance and Sport, for instance Yr 11 pupils produce a Record 
of Achievement, outlining their personal achievements whilst at Lakelands School. 
LAKELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE COLLEGE  
 
AIMS OF THE CURRICULUM 
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TARGET SETTING 
 
Our expectations of pupils are very high, both academically and socially. Targets are set for individual 
pupils, subjects and there are whole school performance targets. We track the progress of every pupil and 
measure their achievements against their previous performance at Key Stage 2 and at Key Stage 3. These 
targets are based on prior attainment making it possible to build up a comprehensive picture of each childôs 
potential, and this helps teachers to focus on what children are really capable of achieving. 
 
When pupils do not appear to be meeting their full potential, they are mentored by staff or Senior Tutors, 
and parents are informed. Not only is pupil monitoring of benefit for fulfilling the academic potential of our 
children, it can also identify the particular needs of children who have, in some cases very serious, learning 
difficulties. Our excellent Special Needs department helps large numbers of pupils to overcome their 
particular learning difficulties. 
 
Our targets are published and a copy is enclosed in this Prospectus. 
 
 
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Homework is set on a regular basis for all pupils and a homework 
timetable is issued at the beginning of each school year. If real 
progress is to be made it is essential that parents/guardians help 
to develop good study habits to supplement the work done in 
class at home. 
 
Each pupil is issued with a homework diary. Each pupil records 
their homework tasks, including written work, reading, 
investigations and revision. This is checked weekly, and signed by 
both parents and teachers. 
 
There is a Homework Club Monday - Thursday evenings in the 
Learning Resource Centre for KS3 pupils, allowing them to have 
access to the ICT facilities. In addition KS4 pupils are allowed to 
use the ICT facilities in Room 10, and special study support 
sessions are also available for KS4 pupils.  
 
ICT facilities are also available at break and lunch times for pupils 
to complete their work. The amount of time spent on homework 
each evening will range from up to one hour in year 7 to two hours 
in year 11. 
 
LAKELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE  

TARGET SETTING AND HOMEWORK 
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CURRICULUM FOR EACH YEAR GROUP 
 
The following is a summary for each year group of the curriculum as at September 2008. The figures given 
are the number of one-hour periods devoted to each subject in our 50 period fortnight. 
 

Year 7 and 8 
Pupils are taught initially in mixed ability groups in year 7 and are banded in French and DT. Some subjects 
may set within two bands in year 7. Pupils are either set or banded in year 8. 
 

All pupils follow the same curriculum: Mathematics 6 hrs, Science 6, English 6, Creative Arts (Art 2, Music 2 
and Drama 2 - in year 8, Drama 2), Design & Technology 4, History 3, Geography 3, RE 2, Physical 
Education 4, French 5, Personal, Social and Health Education 2 *(Higher ability French 4, Spanish 2, 
PSHE1), Information Technology 2, CAME 2. 
 

Year 9 
All pupils study: 
Mathematics 6 lessons  Religious Education 4 
Science 6    Physical Education 4 
English 6    French 5 *(higher ability French 4, Spanish 2 
Creative Arts (Art 2, Music 2 & Drama 2) PSHE 1) 
Design & Technology 5  Religious Education 2 
History 3    PSHE 2     
Geography 3    Information Technology 2 
 

Year 10 and 11 
All pupils study:   Science 9 
English 7 hours   PSHE 2 
Mathematics 7    Physical Education 4 
 
Pupils are able to choose from the following subjects at Lakelands: 
 
Music     History 
PE (GCSE & BTEC Sport)  Religious Education 
OCR National Qualification in ICT Resistant Materials 
Art     Graphics 
Geography    Food Technology 
Drama     Textiles and    
Special Diploma in ICT  Modern Foreign Languages 
 
There are also ñoff siteò courses offered in collaboration with other educational providers in North 
Shropshire (Walford and North Shropshire College, The Marches School and Technology College and 
Rhyn Park School and Performing Arts College) an increased number of vocational subjects have now 
been offered to Year 10 pupils. These include: SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE COLLEGE  
URRICULUM 
Applied GCSE in Performing Arts   Engineering 
Construction Engineering    Child Care 
GCSE Health and Social Care   Animal Care 
and a range of non-GCSE Vocational Courses Horticulture 
Hospitality and Catering (NVQ Level 1)  Hairdressing 
Outdoor Pursuits     Motor Vehicle Maintenance and Repair 
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ENGLISH 
 

English is probably the most versatile, wide-ranging and challenging subject on the curriculum. We use it all 
day and every day, and in every lesson. It is the medium through which we communicate and express 
ourselves, so the better we are at it, the more rewarding life becomes. 
 

English lessons are normally divided between the study of language and literature, leading to two separate 
GCSE qualifications. A Certificate of Achievement in literacy is available for those pupils unable to achieve 
a grade at GCSE. 
 

Pupils will learn how to write letters and reports, follow and give instructions, and describe processes and 
persuade audiences. They will be taught to distinguish fact from opinion, to recognise the power of 
persuasive language, to form an opinion and to support it. Through creative work, they will learn to express 
their own thoughts, feelings and imaginations, and with the development of functional skills, the learning 
experiences have increasing links with the real world. 
 

The study of literature in its three guises, prose, poetry and drama, is central to the course, and it is through 
this widely varied and exciting medium that pupils gain insight into the lives and experiences of others from 
different backgrounds and cultures. 
 

Speaking and Listening work has grown in importance in recent years, with the recognition that effective 
spoken communication is vital. This forms an integral part of the course from year 7, and is assessed at 
Key Stage 3 and is a compulsory component at GCSE. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and legible 
handwriting are essential elements of good English, and we will explore the many forms of written and 
spoken communication. 
 

Specialist support is given in the classroom to those experiencing difficulties with reading and writing. 
Following National Curriculum Assessment near the end of Key Stage 3, results of which are reported to 
parents, pupils are grouped for the GCSE assessment in English and English Literature, depending on 
ability before the end of year 9, enabling us to begin GCSEs in the 
summer term before year 10.  All pupils follow an integrated course 
of English and English Literature, which is assessed by a 
combination of coursework and external examination. This is a 
challenging but rewarding course, and demands conscientious work, 
in class and at home. 
 

An experienced team of specialist teachers, whose aim is to enable 
ALL pupils to develop their abilities to the full, teaches English. 
Activities outside the classroom include public speaking, 
competitions, theatre visits and visits to the local primary school. 
 

Reading is of paramount importance to success and enjoyment in English. Invariably the pupils whose 
English is good are those who read avidly. From the moment pupils come into the school they are expected 
to read regularly. We give all the pupils the opportunity, in English lessons, to borrow from our well-stocked 
library, and we are delighted with the strong support we receive from parents who encourage their children 
to read at home. 
 

Promoting Reading for Pleasure 
 

All pupils in Year 7 & 8 will automatically begin an Award Scheme in September. The scheme is designed 
to raise the profile and enjoyment of reading. There are Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates to be achieved 
and pupils are encouraged to read books of their choosing - an excellent opportunity for pupils of all 
abilities. 
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MATHEMATICS AS A SUBJECT 
 
'Mathematical thinking is important for all members of a modern society as a habit of mind for its use in the 
workplace, business and finance; and for personal decision-making. Mathematics is fundamental to 
national prosperity in providing tools for understanding science, engineering, technology and economics. It 
is essential in public decision-making and for participation in the knowledge economy. 
 
Mathematics equips pupils with uniquely powerful ways to describe, analyse and change the world. It can 
stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder for all pupils when they solve a problem for the first time, 
discover a more elegant solution, or notice hidden connections. Pupils who are functional in mathematics 
and financially capable are able to think independently in applied and abstract ways, and can reason, solve 
problems and assess risk. 

 
Mathematics is a creative discipline. The language of mathematics is international.  
The subject transcends cultural boundaries and its importance is universally 
recognised. Mathematics has developed over time as a means of solving problems 
and also for it own sake.' DCSF 2007 

 

MATHEMATICS AT LAKELANDS 
 
At the Lakelands School, Sports and Language College we aim to equip pupils with the essential 
mathematical skills and specific knowledge for their present needs and for their future lives. We do this in a 
manner that instils confidence, encourages perseverance and promotes enjoyment of the subject. 
Mathematics is a rich and rewarding subject, the full potential of which we endeavour to demonstrate to all 
pupils. As a department we strive to develop ability in applying mathematics in everyday situations and to 
develop an understanding of the part mathematics plays in the world, believing that mathematics is a skill 
for life. 
 
All pupils need to be properly equipped for their lessons. They will need basic equipment: pen, pencil, 
coloured pencils, 30cm ruler, protractor, pair of compasses and a scientific calculator. All necessary 
equipment is available from the school reception at very reasonable cost. Some older pupils may find that 
graphical calculators are also helpful. 
 
We cannot stress how important it is to have your own calculator in the exam. Being familiar with the 
functions during the exam saves valuable time. 
 
Pupils entering year 7 are taught in groups appropriate to their prior attainment. Regular assessment during 
years 7 and 8 will provide much of the information for deciding which is the most appropriate set for them. 
There are regular opportunities for pupils to move sets. 
 
We aim to enter all pupils for the Modular GCSE examination. For more details please see the AQA 
mathematics website. The main benefit of a modular course is that instead of the pupils having two long 
examinations in the June of Year 11, where they needed to revise two years worth of information, they 
have three smaller examinations spaced through the two years. The content of each module, once passed, 
is not examined again. 
 
At present there is no coursework for GCSE Mathematics. 
 
Lakelands provides the following additional help for pupils: 
 
Å Lunchtime drop-in sessions are available for those pupils who may be finding part of 
their course difficult and to encourage the especially talented pupils. 
Å Additional support is available after school. 
Å After school revision periods for GCSE pupils are arranged. 
We like to work alongside parents in order to encourage the values and benefits of good working habits, so 
that the potential of each pupil is developed and fostered to the fullest extent possible. S 
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LAKELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND LANGUAGE COLLEGE E 

SCIENCE 
 

Key Stage 3 
 
During years 7, 8 and 9 all pupils follow a highly practical Science course 
which is intended to be enjoyable, interesting and stimulating. During the 
course we develop the skills of scientific enquiry teaching pupils óHow 
Science Worksô while at the same time providing experience of all major 
subject areas of science i.e. biology, chemistry and physics.  
 

The course is organised into a series of short units which cover the National 
Curriculum Key Stage 3 programme of study. There is a short test at the 
end of each unit to indicate progress. During the course pupils will make 
use of a Science workbook which they can take home. In addition they will 
have access to our Spotlight Science books. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Key Stage 4 
 
It is important that in the 21st century all young people have a good grasp of science so that they can make 
sense of the technological world they live in. The syllabus we follow ensures that the science taught will be 
relevant to their lives. As a result we also hope to increase the number of students going on to study 
science A levels and other science related courses post-16.  
 

Science at Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) is compulsory. There are three routes to GCSEs in the 
Sciences. 
 
It is expected that most pupils will opt to follow the Double Science route of GCSE Science and GCSE 
Additional Science. This takes up 9 lessons a fortnight. 
A small number of pupils may opt to follow the Entry Level course in Year 10 leading to GCSE Science in 
Year 11. This also takes up 9 lessons a fortnight. Pupils opting for this route would be unable to progress to 
Science AS courses. 
 
Our most able pupils will be offered the opportunity to study for a GCSE in each of Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology, or óTriple Scienceô. This takes up the core of 9 lessons per fortnight plus a further 4 from the 
guided options. 
 

 
Single Science 
(some students) 

Double Science 
(most students) 

Triple Science 
(some students) 

Year 10 Entry Level 
GCSE Science 

= 1 GCSE 
Physics 
Chemistry 
Biology 
= 3 GCSEs 

Year 11 
GCSE Science 

= 1 GCSE 
Additional Science 

= 1 GCSE 

 Total 1 GCSE Total 2 GCSEs Total 3 GCSEs 
 
 

 
The course is modular in approach with GCSE Modular examinations taken in January and June of Year 10 
and January and June of Year 11. In addition there is coursework assessment which accounts for 33.3% of 
the final mark. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
In Design &Technology we focus on our key aims which are to supply pupils with the skills, processes and 
knowledge required to design creatively and make original quality products. All our pupils, throughout the 
key stages develop products that are unique to them, they have to work independently and listen to 
guidance in order to work as designers and skilled manufacturers.  

 
At KS3 the curriculum is planned through units of work that are 
linked to the four GCSE subjects, Graphic Products, Food 
Technology, Resistant Materials and Textiles Technology. 
 
We take pride in the diversity of subjects that our area includes 
and feel that we provide pupils with a truly valuable learning 
experience that will equip them to cope with problem solving 
situations in their future lives. The skill learnt in all our subject 
areas are relevant to today's world and are directly linked to 
employment and living. We provide pupils with the knowledge 
and skills to become self-sufficient and independent adults of the 
future. 

 
Pupils rotate around the area to visit specialist teachers and rooms. The units of work include working in a 
variety of materials such as wood, metal, plastics, fabrics, paper, 
card, electronic components and food ingredients. The food technology units follow an accredited scheme 
ñActive Kids Get Cookingò and we ensure that all our pupils receive the government allocation of practical 
cooking time and achieve their ñlicence to cookò. 
 
We hope to provide an enjoyable, creative and stimulating learning experience, where our pupils combine 
practical and design skills with knowledge based learning. We aim to create confident pupils, who can 
become independent learners and successful individuals. 
 
During Year 9 pupils will have the opportunity to specialise in areas of the subject where they are most 
successful and they can then study in more depth possible option choices for KS4. 
 
At KS4 pupils can opt for one of the four GCSE courses, all of which follow the AQA syllabus. The courses 
are structured using a mixture of controlled assessment and a final examination. The controlled 
assessment which involves the production of a portfolio of written and practical work accounts for 60% of 
the GCSE qualification. 
 
The Design and Technology department works hard to support and encourage all pupils to achieve their 
best. Design and Technology Club is available at lunchtimes and after school, specialist staff are always 
available to supervise and help pupils who need additional support, would like to improve or just need 
advice on homework or coursework. All year groups are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Lakelands School, Sports & Language College   PROSPECTUS 2010 

22  

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
At Key Stage 3 pupils are introduced to the Licence to Cook Programme which allows pupils to learn to 
cook and understand the principles of diet and nutrition, health and safety and become food wise. 
 
In Year 7 the main aim of this unit is to introduce the pupils to 
working with food in the kitchen environment; basic nutrition and 
what makes for a healthy balanced diet; the design and make 
process.  Pupils will make a range of sweet and savoury 
products. 
 
In Year 8 pupils will develop knowledge skills and understanding 
of food and healthy eating.  Healthy eating and well-being is 
promoted through lunch and evening meals developing a range of 
pasta dishes.  Pupils will plan and cook a pasta product that they 
have designed. They will also produce bakery products such as 
scones and small cakes. 
  
In Year 9 if pupils opt to take food technology they will complete many practical tasks which incorporate 
many new practical skills whilst developing existing skills and include recipes from the Licence to Cook 
Programme.  Pupils will prepare fresh ingredients to create healthy meals and light snacks. 
 
At Key Stage 4 pupils can opt to take Food Technology to GCSE level.  
 

Are you thinking about pursuing a 
career in the food industry or just 
enjoy the subject?  Food 
Technology focuses on the 
designing and making so as to 
prepare candidates for taking 
higher level courses or for 
entering the world of work.  There 
are many careers available within 
the food industry from becoming 
a chef in the catering trade to 
food scientists and nutritionistôs. 
 
They will cook a variety of sweet 
and savoury products from family 
meals to layered desserts.  They 
will also take part in the Rotary 
Young Chef Award and Future 
Chef competitions where they are 
expected to produce a healthy 
two course meal which develops 
designing and presentation skills. 

 
Food investigations, written notes, design and make tasks, cooking and taste testing are some of the many 
activities that occur in GCSE Food Technology.  Pupils are expected to supply their own ingredients and 
have an apron for weekly practicals.  During Year 10 pupils will work on a range of activities to develop the 
skills and knowledge they required to do well. They will sit the examination in the June, if they are ready, 
before commencing the Controlled Assessment task. This is an in depth design & make task that needs to 
be completed by the Easter of Year 11. Pupils will then have the opportunity to sit or re-sit (if necessary) 
the examination. 
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GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 
 
Within the course of a normal day we use countless products, to sit on, eat with, play with, work with, etc. 
Most items have been, at least partially, designed, developed, prototyped and marketed within the 
industries of Graphic Design & Product Design, not to mention the packaging industry.....During KS3 this 
subject area is used to develop pupils design skills as well as incorporating a number of different curriculum 
requirements.  
 
Year 7 pupils look at electronic components & understanding simple 
circuits. They learn practical skills in soldering and product 
assembly, as well as being introduced to the design process, ICT 
skills and CAD/CAM.  
 
Year 8 focus on working to a client brief and start trying to 
understand the different needs of the consumer. They learn to work 
through the technical issues they encounter to make their product 
work and they are introduced to ósmart materialsô.  
 
Year 9 pupils are then encouraged to use their skills at a higher 
level with much more design freedom. The need to work 
independently through problems to succeed in producing quality 
products becomes very apparent & this is good grounding for 
moving onto Year 10 & the challenges of GCSEôs. 
 
At KS4 the GCSE in Graphic Products brings together the world of 
Graphic Design & Product Design. It gives pupils the opportunity to 
develop design & production skills that could lead onto a higher 
level course at college or directly into the work place. The course content is based directly on the 
advertising, printing & packaging industries and by working though project style tasks pupils receive a good 
balance of practical & knowledge based learning. Many past pupils have linked their subject knowledge & 
enjoyment of the course with a successful work experience placement in Year 11. 
  
Students are encouraged over the course, to design & make products with creativity and originality using a 
wide range of modelling materials such as card, grey board, mounting board, Styrofoam and foam board, 
as well as some plastics. They will learn drawing & design skills, modelling techniques & accurate 
prototyping. They will also develop their ICT knowledge from KS3, using & understanding CAD (Computer 
Aided Design) and its CAM applications (Computer Aided Manufacturing), as well as using media programs 
to combine & manipulate imagery. They will learn about influential designers and some of the pressures 
facing designers today, such as sustainability and social/cultural understanding. 
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RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
Resistant Materials is an integral part of our modern world. It combines practicality and creativity to deliver 
solutions that make everyday life simpler and more effective. Resistant Materials is the first step to a large 
number of careers in designing and making: Examples include, model makers who design and make 
prototypes of a wide range of items - from mobile phones and DVD players to libraries and shopping 
centers. At Key stage 3 begin to develop their skills and knowledge: 
 
 Year 7 pupils have their first hands on experience with all three of the main resistant material types.  Two 
short design and make assignments help them to develop an understanding of how materials can be 
shaped and used. It also instills safe working practices and confidence with tools and machinery. 
 
Year 8 puts the focus on wood in all its guises. The pupils are taught more complex joining methods and 
the use of industrial practices such as templating. They also learn how ergonomics is an essential aspect of 
any product. 
 
Year 9 puts the emphasis on higher level design skills. By allowing greater freedom to work independently 
and solve design problems pupils are encouraged to succeed in producing quality products. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Key stage 4 GCSE syllabus is based upon practical activities that develop a student's ability to address 
a wide variety of design and make situations by drawing upon their broad base of knowledge and skills. 
 
They will explore the properties, characteristics and shaping methods for woods, metals and plastics while 
considering their aesthetic appeal and their environmental impact. 
 
The controlled assessment will be an exploration into the world of designing and making which will include: 
sketching, modeling, CAD/CAM, industrial production, hand and machine-based making skills, prototyping 
and finishing methods. 
Mastery of these skills will be demonstrated through the completion of a Design file and a    3-Dimentional 
product.  Past projects have included: chairs for an art gallery, candle holders and science based toys. 

 
 

 
Matthew Ashdownôs  
Watch Display Stand 

Sam Hallôs 
Flat Pack Chair 

 
 
 
 

Two past projects now being used by the AQA exam 
board as exemplar material. 



 

 
 

Lakelands School, Sports & Language College   PROSPECTUS 2010 

25  

 

TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY 

 

At Key Stage 3 pupils are introduced to Textile Technology and investigate textiles through surface design 
and decoration and develop construction methods to make 3D products.  Pupils will use many different 
creative techniques to design quality products. 

In Year 7 the pupils explore colour and surface design 
and develop a range of samples to understand the 
basic techniques of applying a design to fabric.  
Pupils will create their own motif and piece of 
decorated fabric. 

In Year 8 pupils will learn the skills and techniques to 
produce a 3D textile product.  The focus will be on a 
fashion item, a pull on polar fleece hat suitable for ski 
wear, snowboarding and winter fashion.  Pupils will 
develop their designing skills and apply their ideas 
onto their hat.  Pupils also complete a printing module 
where they get to learn several different printing 
techniques and create their own designs which they 
applying onto fabric. 
 
In Year 9 if pupils opt to take textile technology they will complete a series of mini projects which 
incorporate many new practical skills.  Pupils will develop their designing and creativity skills, produce 3D 

products and explore the techniques of Batik and stitch work. 

At Key Stage 4 pupils can opt to take Textiles Technology to GCSE level.  

Choosing to take GCSE Textiles allows pupils to developing their creative designing skills, including 

drawing, sketching and colour work.  All students will have the opportunity to work with many different 

textile techniques to make both interior and fashion products.  There are several mini projects that allow 

them to demonstrate their creativity and technical skills, with the making of textile products a vital feature of 

the students experience whilst studying this subject.   

Textile Technology is a very modern and relevant subject, opening the routes to study for higher 

qualifications.  There is a wide variety of different careers options available within the Fashion, Interior 

Design, and Textiles Design Industry such as Fashion designers and fashion journalists to wall paper 

designers and buyers for High St. Stores.  

 

 

During Year 10 pupils will complete a number of mini projects that 

encompass all the skills and knowledge they required to do well. They 

will sit the examination in the June, if they are ready, before commencing 

the Controlled Assessment task. This is an in depth design & make task 

that needs to be completed by the Easter of Year 11. Pupils will then 

have the opportunity to sit or re-sit (if necessary) the examination. 
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HUMANITIES 
 
The aim of the Humanities Faculty is to encourage an understanding of, and to participate fully in the world, 
with its diversity of constraints, opportunities and values. We encourage an interest and awareness of the 
world and the effect that people have on it. 
 
Humanities at the Lakelands consists of Geography, History, RE and Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education (PSHEE).  All four subjects are taught discretely in both Key Stage 3 and 4. 
 
Year 7 pupils are taught in mixed ability classes as: 
- It enhances the social development of pupils and reinforces the role of the form as a  
  functional group 
- It allows a period where they can acclimatise themselves with their new school 
- It allows pupils to be offered identical work and thereby start afresh with an equal 
  opportunity to gain success 
- It reduces the possibility of under-expectations of the pupilsô attainment by staff and 
  pupils.  
 
Year 8 and 9 pupils are split into two bands. The nature of the year group, in addition to the composition of 
the bands, determines whether the groups in these bands are set or taught as mixed ability. 
 
At Key Stage 4, the three academic subjects are offered as highly successful discrete GCSE courses and 
are taught in mixed ability classes. RE also constitutes a part of the Key Stage 4 PSHEE program for all 
pupils. PSHEE at Key Stage 4 is taught as mixed ability. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
is to make us truly human in 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘέ 

J. Irwin Miller 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
ñFar out in the uncharted backwaters of the unfashionable end of the Western Spiral arm of the Galaxy lies 
a small unregarded yellow sun. Orbiting this at a distance of roughly ninety-eight million miles is an utterly 
insignificant little blue-green planet......ò 
Douglas Adams, the Hitchhikerôs Guide to the Galaxy 
 
Geography at the Lakelands is a hugely successful subject, consistently achieving some of the highest 
GCSE grades in the County. Our achievements are the result of clear aims and good teaching. 
 
The Geography Department aims to: 

¶ Foster a greater understanding of the world in which we live, in terms of both physical and human 
processes. 

¶ Help pupils to appreciate that a combination of human and physical processes interact to shape the 
world and that patterns can be identified. 

¶ Show how people around the world have similar and different cultures, values and attitudes from 
our own, and how these can determine patterns of Geographical significance. 

¶ Help pupils to appreciate the impact of local, regional national and global processes and issues on 
people around the world. 

 
In Year 7 the pupils begin with basic geographical skills, which focus on the local area. Pupils then move on 
to a study of urban land use, involving fieldwork. The pupils are then introduced to industry and focus on 
farming and secondary industrial location. As the year progresses, pupils examine National Parks and the 
conflicts that arise from the demands placed upon these spectacular areas. The focus then changes to 
study population patterns and the factors affecting them. The Year concludes with an examination of the 
European Union. 
 
Year 8 raises pupilsô awareness of physical and human processes and the interaction between the two. 
The year begins with the processes and features associated with river systems. This includes a visit to the 
Afon Llugwy at Betws-y-Coed. Pupils examine the causes and effects of flooding and develop plans to 
reduce the impact of this hazard in Bangladesh. Following this is a change of focus where pupils undertake 
an individual project comparing regions in France. The year concludes with a study of weather and climate.  
 
Pupils in Year 9 investigate the contrasts in global economic development. Pupils measure the levels of 
development using a variety of statistical indicators. The emphasis then changes to physical geography, 
with pupils studying the structure of the earth and the causes and effects of volcanoes. A study of Brazil 
and its human and physical features follows this. The year ends with a look at World Trading patterns. The 
Year 9 course emphasises the Importance of values and attitudes in understanding the wider world. 
 
Key Stage 3 assessments are achieved through a series of formal examinations, extended assignments 
and each pupilôs record of day-to-day performance. 
 
Years 10 and 11 Pupils follow the WJEC syllabus B. This course is divided into three themes: 
 
Theme 1: Challenges of Living in a Built Environment - investigating urban life and the interaction with rural 
 areas 
 
Theme 2: People and the Natural World Interactions  -  investigating physical processes and their 

interaction with people 
 
Theme 3: People Work and Development  - investigating economic patterns and issues 
 
 
The GCSE is assessed through a written controlled assessment (15%), and oral controlled assessment 
(10%). There are two examinations: Themes 1 and 2 (30%) and Theme 3 with a cross-theme problem-
solving examination (45%). 
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HISTORY 
 
Through the study of history we aim to develop an understanding of the world we live in and how the past 
has helped to shape the modern world. Using a wide variety of resources, including videos, textbooks, 
pictures, popular music, newspapers and personal anecdote we aim to develop an improved understanding 
of the past. 
 
History is a useful vehicle for stimulating and developing English, thinking skills, debate and discussion 
form a large part of the work of the subject. Throughout their schooling, pupils are encouraged to produce 
their work in a variety of formats e.g. essays, projects, presentations and models. The use of information 
technology is encouraged for both pupils to research and produce work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Year 7 pupils begin their studies by looking at the ancient Romans with the opportunity for pupils to 
produce a project on one aspect of Roman life. Pupils then look at the Big Questions óWhy Remember 
1066?ô and óWho was in charge of England during the Middle Ages?ô Year 7 finishes with a study of the 
history of sport, which covers how football became a national sport and how we can use sport to tell us 
about society as a whole. 
 
During Year 8 pupils study 'The Making of the United Kingdom 1500-1750'. Topics include a study of some 
of the Tudor monarchs, the setting up of the Church of England, and relations between England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland. Pupils make their own book to answer the BIG Question óWhat were the English Civil 
Wars?  Finally pupils look at whether Britain should be proud of the British Empire including a study of the 
slave trade and óBritishnessô. 
 
In Year 9 pupils concentrate on world history since 1900. Pupils start with an in-depth individual study on 
trench warfare in the First World War; they then look at the impact of WWI with particular emphasis on 
Britain, Russia and Germany. Finally pupils will look at the Cold War and more recent history. 
 
At KS4 pupils study the SHP ñCrime and Punishmentò through time module, together with a depth study of 
Germany 1918-1945. They will also complete a controlled assessment (comprising of 75% of their final 
mark) on a given task set by the examining body (OCR). 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
In Year 7 pupils embark on their RE studies with a look at ñBeginningsò, starting with their own recent 
experience of transition from primary school. They consider a variety of topics, including Creation Stories, 
New Year Celebrations, and Naming Ceremonies. The autumn term ends with the óbeginningô of 
Christianity (when pupils consider the Christmas story and the birth of Jesus). 
 
During the spring term, under the heading ñmysteryò, pupils begin to explore a variety of major questions 
which world religions have attempted to answer. 
 
In the final term of Year 7, ñAnimals in Religionò is the theme, studying diverse topics such as the use of 
animal mythology and symbolism in religion, religious attitudes to animals, and religious food laws. 
 
In the autumn term of Year 8, pupils study ñFestivalsò. Then, in the spring term, they examine the use of 
signs and symbols within world faiths. Year 8 concludes with an examination of Holy Books and Places of 
Worship. 
 
In Year 9, pupils deepen their understanding of signs and symbols by looking at ñActions as Symbolsò; for 
example, initiation rites. During the spring term ñPilgrimageò is the theme, and finally, pupils consider the 
role of Founders and Messengers in some major world religions 
. 
In Years 10 and 11 the compulsory element of RE is taught via modules in the Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education course. GCSE RE in Years 10 and 11 covers aspects of two major world religions. 
Pupils, who opt to take RE as an examination subject, study contemporary Christianity and Hinduism. 
 
RE complies with the demands of the 1988 Education Reform Act, and the Shropshire Agreed Syllabus. 
Our resources are many and varied and a number of exciting modes of delivering the subject are 
employed. The children are encouraged to take part in discussion in small groups and as a whole class. 
Visits are made to religious sites and at all times the experiences views and beliefs of every child are 
embraced to the full. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 
In September 2006, Lakelands School and Sports College also 
became a Language College. 
 
A knowledge of languages has become an essential life skill and so 
all of our pupils study at least one Modern Foreign Language (MFL), 
usually French, up to the age of 16. 
 
The emphasis throughout the school is on the use of MFL as a 
means of communication, and courses are aimed at teaching the 
language which students need to survive in a foreign country. Our 
teaching includes a variety of approaches, including a large amount 
of ICT and is suitable for pupils of all abilities - enjoyment and 
success for our pupils being our main aims. 
 
 
 
 
 

      
       
 
 
 
 
In Key Stage 3 pupils study French and Spanish 
with the option of attending German club in Year 
9. In Key Stage 4, pupils study French with the 
option of also taking Spanish and/or German. 
Almost all pupils will follow GCSE AQA 
Specification óAô. The course contains controlled 
assessment in the skills of Speaking and Writing 
worth 60% of the final mark and exams in the 
Skills of Listening, Speaking and Reading, worth 
20% each.  
. 
LAKELANDS SCHOOL, SPORTS AND 
LANGUAGE 
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CREATIVE ARTS 
 
The Creative Arts department at Lakelands School is made up of three subjects, Art, Drama and Music. We 
are an extremely successful department and that success is reflected in the fact that we are a showcase for 
the school through our many public performances and exhibitions. We have a tradition of close 
collaboration between the three subjects; our most recent project was the vibrant tale of Joseph and His 
Technicolour Dream Coat. Recent productions also include West Side Story, Grease, 
Bugsy Malone, Sweeney Todd and Oliver. 
 
Art, Drama and Music pride themselves on high standards, excellent discipline and the desire to constantly 
challenge and raise the standards of our students both in the classroom and through a programme of extra-
curricular activities. We encourage the students to develop many transferable skills through their Arts 
education. These include, problem solving, team work, critical thinking and communication skills as well the 
ability to express their ideas in a multitude of ways. 
 
Creative Arts at Lakelands boasts some excellent facilities. Recent improvements include new Art, Music 
and Drama rooms, a state of the art sound system, changing room, and office. 
 
We believe it is essential to keep up to date with current developments within the arts. We therefore 
actively encourage professional development through a structured yet flexible programme. Our students 
have also benefited from working with professional artists. Recent years have seen performances from 
Theatre Centre, Shropshire Music Service as well as pupils being involved in Glass Workshops based in 
Oswestry. This is complemented by the school being a host venue for Arts Alive professional 
performances. We are also keen to establish close links with those outside the school by inviting the 
community to play an active part as both audience and participants. Other community connections include 
exhibitions and performances at local venues throughout the county. 
 
 

 
 
The Arts are extremely popular at GCSE with a high percentage of our students taking one or more of the 
three subjects. This is an exciting time for the department and we are always looking to break new ground 
and challenge traditional perceptions of the Arts. 
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ART 
 
The Art Department provides all pupils with a wide range of experiences and opportunities, including 
drawing and painting, graphics, sculpture and ceramics. 
 
The teaching of art and design aims to promote visual literacy and to encourage young people to make 
informed judgements about the man-made and natural world. 
 
Through the use of a wide range of media and materials, pupils are encouraged to develop individual 
expression, initiative and inventiveness, to evaluate their own and othersô work, and to learn about the 
importance to society of the artist, craftsperson and designer.  
 
In the Lower School, in accordance with the requirements of the National Curriculum, the pupils are 
encouraged to develop skills in a variety of media. They experience different approaches to art, including 
working individually and in groups, and also working on projects linked to other areas of the curriculum. 
They learn the importance of a sketchbook to provide visual evidence of their observations, ideas and 
research. 
 
In the Upper School, pupils who show a particular interest in art may opt for the GCSE course. It is 
demanding work - requiring a high level of commitment from pupils, in order to further develop their skills 
and ideas in the more personal way required by the examination. Pupils are expected to continue their art 
studies outside normal school hours, and are welcome to use the art room at lunchtimes. 
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DRAMA 
 

Drama is an extremely popular subject at Lakelands School and there have been a number of exciting new 
developments in recent years. These have ranged from improved accommodation and updated equipment 
as well as increased student numbers for examination courses, currently Edexcel GCSE Drama 
(specification 1699). Drama students are encouraged to participate in a range of extracurricular activities 
for example Drama Club, school productions and the talent show. These are met with enthusiasm and 
commitment which results in fantastic performances. 
 
Drama encourages individuality and the development of many transferable skills for example 
communication and teamwork. Each student learns to take an active part in the group tasks. This 
encourages development of listening skills and problem solving. Strategies are in place to ensure that each 
student feels valued and safe. Everyone's point of view is valued and each idea listened to. This 
environment encourages students to develop specific skills and to expand their comfort zone. 
 
The KS3 Drama Schemes of Work are designed to develop both performance skills and critical and 
analytical thinking. The students are given a storyline/situation/issue to explore through teacher led 
workshops, using a variety of Drama structures. Students are encouraged to use their imagination to 
explore all possibilities and to create theatre in original and dynamic styles. 
 
In the upper-school pupils may choose Drama as an option and study the subject to GCSE, where 
EDEXCEL is the chosen examination syllabus. Many skills are studied for this examination, including 
acting, improvisation, design skills such as make-up and costume, technical skills such as lighting and 
sound, and filming. There are also visits to the theatre which obviously enhance the pupils learning. 
 
 

 

  
 


